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OUT OF A SLENDER PARCEL
OF LAND RISES A SPACIOUS,

CONTEMPORARY NEWPORT
BEACH ABODE.

WHITTEN BY ABIGAIL STONE
PFHOTOGERAPHY BY CHAD MELLOMN
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g Ivensg ared of 8 Newpod Beach house by archnect Cheistophed Brandon, designes
drooke Wagners amanged A custam sads, covered in Gina B & Company keasthar, and a Croft
Houss side table. Behind the grouping is Shinnok oak cabinetry labeicated by Zigthing

Cabingts and accented by Schoohouse hasdware. The shade abric is by Clay kEcLaurin Siudia

ith its picturesque walersice sefling,

the Balboa Peninsula is one of

Mewport Beach's most desirable

neighborhoods. It's desirability,

though, is balanced by some unique
hurdles for anyone looking to build a home there. Not
only can tide levels rise unexpectedly high, the areas
small lots ofien make construction a game of Jenga
that can only be masierad DY an experenced crew.
Luckily, Thomas and Hgljyl‘. Miller, a couple [goking 10
create an open-plan home cozy enough for two but
able to handle visits from their family, turned to an all-
star design team more than able o execute their vision
"We jusi fell a connection there,” Thomas says of their
meeting with architect Christopher Brandon, Soaon, the
group expanded to include designer Brooke Wagne-
and general contractor Hobert D. McCarthy, Taking the
site's challerges in stride, the trio dellvered a house that
ticked all the boxes.

Of course, given the lot's slender dimensions, producing
a structure that fit the couple's needs required plenty of
ingenulty, Brandon, who worked with project manager
Caithin Smith, points out that the house is only about 72 feet
long by 22 feet wide. That meant he needed to build up
rather than out. The “esull is an opulent master suite and
comfonable guest quarters that sprawl across the second
floor, out of earshot of the first floor's main entertaining
rooms. Thomas's wish for a private space is fulfiled by a
retreat on the top deck In which to work and relax in style.

In order to make the relatively compact house feel
bigger, Brandon had some additional tricks up his sleeve.
“You've got 1o incorparate a lot of windows and tall ceilings
where you can;, and, youve got (O maximize ouldodr space
and deck space,” he advises. In the great room, recessed
ceilings inset with cak, give the lllusion of height. Ceiling-
height kitchen cabinets and fireplaces also emphasize the
home's verticality. Ample doors and windows accentuate
the feeling of openness
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With Brandon’s blueprint in hand, McCarthy, along with its show-stopping effect. The designer appreciates that she -———
his associates Chris Lindsay and McKenna Duley, set about was involved in the project practically from the beginning. For the masier bedioom, says
making it a reality. New building coces required that the "You can give a lot of input on space planning and window I‘I'r”"""'I'L sty
foundation elevate the home 30 incnes above ground. location,” she shares, “so we can lay out our furniture and  spiped marie, with an ook ben:
“We're required to lift the house up so that it stays out of make sure the traffic patterns work.” This was especially inel lechge 10 warm up the charcon
that floodplain,” McCarthy says. Qutside, the team dressed impoartant given the home's narrow footprint, H, I.fjrul I:ml I::‘..
the structure in Trespa in a walnut finish, “It's a new material “You have to make every inch count,” says Wagner on the wall and placer & pai .
for us—it's durable and low-maintenance,” the contractor Explaining her decision to go custom with most of the Arteriors 1ables in the space
adds. Elsewhere, the building is outfitted in Mexicen shell upholstered pieces, she notes: “A lot of it has 1o do
stone, honed in some places, chiseled in others. Together,  with the sizing and getting things to their correct scale.”
the components a&dd up o an inviting, warm facade -r':"-H‘Ir'Ii’IIW_;II':,-'. in many areas, Wagner was also able 1o coax

¥hile the overarching vision was Brandon's, the nitly- out space where none seemed to exist; banquette seating
gritty of figuring out the project’s details—plumbing fixtures, paired with chairs from Croft House around a custom
tiles and cabinel layoul—relied on the smooth dance table is an elegant setting for dinner yet relaxed enough
between McCarthy and Waaner. Witness the gray-and- tor breakfast; a walk-in pantry is lucked behind the kilchen's
white striped Delano marble used for both the master sleek Shinnoki oak cabinetry; in a guest bedroom,
bedroom’s fireplace and for its shower stall: Wagner chose motorized shades glide open o reveal a stunning view
the material. but McCarthy's meticuious installation ensured  that makes the small room feel spacious




Wastarn Window Syshiems windows opon on 10 a8 errace. Therd. & reéclandgular 1able by Hart Coencrete
Deisin makes 1or an ideal spot o dine by the walor, Landscape gesignes Byvan Bunigas ol Ryan Burness In
andied 1he concent for the landscaping. Wagner notes the cliens requested mullipde g featunes

——— Creating an aura of calm elegance, Wagner favored imerior elements outside, and the same kind of vibe 10

Facing the masier bed, which is texture and pattern over color. “They definitely wanted the exterior, she says.
:;',_':,'f:'.':'!,'_!,,,':_.' oy '“ ‘_":'_I a little bit of a more sophisticatad palette,” says the The harmony seen and felt throughout the house
it designer. Pale neutrals predom nale with ther deeper mirrors the harmony present among the design team as
variations used to ground a space or add a touch well as between them and their clients. “We have a greal
= of drama. Brass accents wash “ooms with glamour relationship,” Wagner says of Brandon, who was collaborating
Balancing the golden metal with polished nickel and with him on her own home while they worked on this projact
bronze ensures the interiors will retain a timeless air for Adds Brandon, "There was a lot of synergy on this.” The
years to come, And Wagner brought a similarly polished clients wholeheartedly concur, having turmed what they had
feel to the furmnishings she chose for the exieriors emvisionad as a weekend nouse into a permanant Dase
"There's lots of salt and lots of birds coming and going, "How can we ever build again? Robyn muses, "They were
s0 we needed stuff that's not super high maintenance,” probably the best design team we could have gone with
she notes, & concrete table and resin chairs “bring the They made i very easy for us to make the decisions.” 12
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